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教学内容与组织安排

I. Lead in
Do you know their differences?
 Monarch vs. Monarchy
 King vs. Kingdom
 Reign vs. Sovereign
 Your Majesty vs. Her Majesty
 Your Highness vs. Your Honor

II. Constitutional Monarchy
A. Definition
Constitutional monarchy (or limited monarchy) is a form of government in which a

monarch acts as head of state within the guidelines of a constitution, whether it be a written,
uncodified, or blended constitution.

The Glorious Revolution (1688) in Britain created a constitutional monarchy which
aimed at limiting the arbitrary actions of the monarch and increasing the power of
Parliament. Under this system the Queen is the head of state, but she has very little power
and plays no active part in politics. Her role is largely ceremonial.

B. Constitutional Monarchy vs. Absolute Monarchy
Constitutional monarchy differs from absolute monarchy in which an absolute monarch

serves as the source of power in the state and is not legally bound by any constitution and has
the powers to regulate his or her respective government.

C. One Break in its Continuity
Oliver Cromwell – the Commonwealth (1649 – 1660: Republic country)
Oliver Cromwell: (25 April 1599 – 3 September 1658) was an English military and

political leader best known for devising the military tactic now known as ethnic cleansing,
which he introduced during the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland in the 17th century. He was
also involved in making England into a republican Commonwealth and for his later role as
Lord Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland.

He was one of the commanders of the New Model Army which
defeated the royalists in the English Civil War. After the execution of
King Charles I in 1649, Cromwell dominated the short-lived
Commonwealth of England, conquered Ireland and Scotland, and ruled
as Lord Protector from 1653 until his death from malaria in 1658.
As a soldier, he was more than capable (nicknamed "Old Ironsides")
and was quickly promoted from leading a single cavalry troop to
command of the entire army. Cromwell was one of the signatories of
Charles I's death warrant in 1649 and was a member of the Rump
Parliament (1649–1653), being chosen by the Rump to take command
of the English campaign in Ireland during 1649-50.

He then led a campaign against the Scottish army between 1650 and 1651. On 20 April
1653 he dismissed the Rump Parliament by force, setting up a short-lived nominated
assembly known as the Barebones Parliament before being made Lord Protector of England,
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Wales, Scotland and Ireland on 16 December 1653. He was buried in Westminster Abbey, but
when the Royalists returned to power his corpse was dug up, hung in chains, and beheaded.

D. The present Monarch
1. Introduction to Queen Elizabeth II

Queen Elizabeth II: (Elizabeth Alexandra Mary; born 21 April 1926) is the queen
regnant of 16 independent sovereign states known as the Commonwealth realms. She holds
each crown separately and equally in a shared monarchy, as well as acting as Head of the
Commonwealth, and Supreme Governor of the Church of England. As a constitutional
monarch, she is politically neutral and by convention her role is largely ceremonial.

*The Queen celebrates two birthdays each year
 21st April
 The second Saturday in June

On her official birthday, Her Majesty is joined by other members of the Royal Family
at the spectacular Trooping the Colour parade which moves between Buckingham Palace,
The Mall and Horse guards’ Parade.
2. Official Title

Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.

The Queen is the personification of the state. Legally, she is head of the executive; an
integral part of the legislature; head of the judiciary; commander-in-chief of all the armed
forces; and temporal head of the Church of England.
3. The Monarch’s Roles

The Queen reigns, but she doesn’t rule (symbolic ): In practice, over the centuries, the
real power of monarchy has gradually been reduced and today the Queen acts solely on the
advice of her ministers.

OHMS (On Her Majesty’s Service): The U.K. is actually governed by Her Majesty’s
Government and although all official letters and documents bear the initials OHMS, this is a
courtesy rather than a reality.

Her roles
1) Summons prorogue and dissolve Parliament
2) Confirms major public appointments (ministers, judges, diplomats,

Church of England bishops, the new prime minister)
3) Declares wars, makes peace, recognizes foreign states and

concludes treaties
4) Confers honors (peerages, knighthood) under the advice of the Prime Minister

 The highest of all honors conferred by the British Queen is the Most Noble Order

Must act on
the advice of
her ministers
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of the Garter (in Scotland, the Most Noble and Most Ancient Order of the
Thistle)

5) Be involved in day to day working of government:
 holds meetings of the Privy Council
 has meetings with ministers and other holders of office at

home and abroad
 reads dispatches and signs documents and state papers
 holds weekly session with the Prime Minister
*A privy council (枢密院) is a body that advises the head of state of a nation, typically,

but not always, in the context of a monarchic government. The word "privy" means "private"
or "secret"; thus, a privy council was originally a committee of the monarch's closest advisors
to give confidential advice on affairs of state.
6) Be as head of the Church of England: She must be a member of the Church
7) Be a symbol of the spirit of the Commonwealth

III. The Parliament
A. Three elements in Parliament
 The Crown / Monarch (King / Queen)
 The House of Lords (the hereditary nobility)
 The House of Commons (ordinary people)

B. The Crown / Monarch
The King or Queen (currently Queen Elizabeth II) is the personification of the state.
The supreme law-making authority: The Queen-in-Parliament
C. House of Lords( = the Upper House = the Supreme Court)

1. Membership
The Lords currently has around 830 Members. There is no upper limit on the total

number of Members, and numbers in each party group fluctuate.
There are three different types: life Peers, bishops and elected hereditary Peers. Unlike

MPs, the public do not elect the Lords. The majority are appointed by the Queen on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister or of the House of Lords Appointments

she must be
impartial



Commission.
Life Peers: Appointed for their lifetime only, these Lords' titles are not passed on to their
children. The Queen formally appoints life Peers on the advice and recommendation of the
Prime Minister.
Archbishops and bishops: A limited number of 26 Church of England archbishops and
bishops sit in the House, passing their membership on to the next most senior bishop when
they retire. The Archbishops of Canterbury and York traditionally get life peerages on
retirement.
Elected hereditary Peers: The right of hereditary Peers to sit and vote in the House of
Lords was ended in 1999 by the House of Lords Act but 92 Members were elected
internally to remain until the next stage of the Lords reform process.

*Ranks in UK:
Duke 公爵– Marquess侯爵 – Earl伯爵 – Viscount子爵 – Baron 男爵

*The reality of the lords:
 Being a lord brings with it no salary, nor personal authority over others;
 The lords can only delay a bill for up to 12 months;
 The Government can partly control the Lords by creating new peers.
2. What individual Lords do?

The Lords work in Parliament's second Chamber - the House of Lords - and
complement and operate alongside the business of the House of Commons. It is one of the
busiest second chambers in the world. The expertise of its Members and flexibility to
scrutinize an issue in depth means the Lords makes a significant contribution to Parliament's
work. The UK public does not elect Members of the Lords.
1) Making laws: Making laws takes up the bulk of the House of Lords time, and Members

are involved throughout the process of proposing, revising and amending legislation.
Some Bills introduced by the Government begin in the Lords to spread the workload
between the two Houses.

*the powers of the Lords in legislation are very limited. Money bills they cannot touch, and
other bills they can only hold up for 12 months.
2) Checking the work of Government: Lords check the work of the Government by

questioning and debating decisions made by Ministers and Government Departments.
3) Specialist committees: There are permanent committees investigating work relating to



Europe, science and technology, economics, communications and the constitution.
Occasionally one-off committees are set up to deal with issues outside these areas.

*What Lords don't do:
1) represent constituencies
2) get involved in taxation
3) draw a salary (except for some office holders)
3. What the House of Lords Does

The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Parliament. It works with the
House of Commons to:
1) make laws
2) check and challenge the actions of the government, and
3) provide a forum of independent expertise

The House of Lords Chamber spends about 60% of its time on legislation; the other 40%
is spent on scrutiny – questioning Government and debating issues and policy.
Committee work takes place outside the Chamber.

4) The House of Lords is the final court of appeal in civil cases and criminal cases.

D. House of Commons : the most powerful and important element in UK
1. Membership

In the UK parliament, after the General Election 2010, there were 650 MPs elected and
currently 649 sitting MPs representing the 650 parliamentary constituencies. There are
currently 506 male MPs and 143 female MPs. The conservative party has most of the MP s at
350.
2. How are MPs elected?

The UK is currently divided into 650 parliamentary constituencies, each of which is
represented by one MP in the House of Commons. Although constituencies vary widely in
area, the average number of voters in each constituency is approximately 68,175.
Constituency breakdown: There are currently 533 constituencies in England, 59 in
Scotland, 40 in Wales and 18 in Northern Ireland.



General elections: At a general election, all constituencies become vacant and a Member of
Parliament is elected for each from a list of candidates standing for election. General
elections happen every five years. If an MP dies or retires, a by-election is held in that
constituency to find a new MP for that area.
Political parties: Most MPs are members of one of the three main political parties in the UK
- Labor, Conservative and Liberal Democrat. Other MPs represent smaller parties or are
independent of a political party. To become an MP representing a main political party a
candidate must be authorized to do so by the party's nominating officer. They must then win
the most votes in the constituency.
UK-wide representation and devolved Parliaments and Assemblies: The UK Parliament
has MPs from areas across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. In addition, there
is a Parliament in Scotland, a National Assembly in Wales and a National Assembly in
Northern Ireland.
Separate elections are held for these devolved political bodies (which have been granted
powers on a regional level that the UK Parliament was formally responsible for) - candidates
who win seats in these elections do not become MPs in the UK Parliament.
3. What MPs do

The UK public elects Members of Parliament (MPs) to represent their interests and
concerns in the House of Commons. MPs are involved in considering and proposing new
laws, and can use their position to ask government ministers questions about current issues.

MPs split their time between working in Parliament itself, working in the constituency
that elected them and working for their political party. Some MPs from the governing party
(or parties) become government ministers with specific responsibilities in certain areas, such
as Health or Defense.
1) Working in Parliament: When Parliament is sitting (meeting), MPs generally spend

their time working in the House of Commons. This can include raising issues affecting
their constituents, attending debates and voting on new laws. Most MPs are also
members of committees, which look at issues in detail, from government policy and new
laws, to wider topics like human rights.

2) Working in their constituency: In their constituency, MPs often hold a 'surgery' in their
office, where local people can come along to discuss any matters that concern them. MPs
also attend functions, visit schools and businesses and generally try to meet as many
people as possible. This gives MPs further insight and context into issues they may
discuss when they return to Westminster.

Main Functions:
 making laws
 controlling and criticizing the executive government
 controlling the raising and the spending of money

IV. The Constitution
There is no single official constitutional document in UK.
A. Definition

The constitution of the United Kingdom is the set of laws and principles under which the
United Kingdom is governed. Unlike many other nations, the UK has no single constitutional
document. This is sometimes expressed by stating that it has an uncodified or "unwritten"



constitution. Much of the British constitution is embodied in written documents, within
statutes, court judgments and treaties. The constitution has other unwritten sources, including
parliamentary constitutional conventions and royal prerogatives.
B. Characteristics of the British Constitution
1. The UK is often said to have an ‘uncodified’ constitution because it has no single written

constitutional document.
2. Much of the material which makes up the British Constitution is written down in a

number of different documents, including within statutes, court judgments, and treaties.
3. The UK constitution also has unwritten sources, including parliamentary conventions

(recorded in Erskine May) and royal prerogatives.
4. Most people argue that the current constitutional arrangements in the UK reflect the

principle of parliamentary sovereignty. This means that Parliament can change the
constitution as it wishes. Most argue that introducing a codified constitution would
contradict the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty.

5. There have been a large number of constitutional reforms in Britain in recent times,
many of which have taken place on a piecemeal basis and without formal public debate
on the long-term implications of such change or consideration of the impact on other
elements of the constitution.

C. Main components of the British Constitution
1. Acts of Parliament

 Parliament Acts
 Representation of the People Acts
 Act of Union 1707
 Habeas Corpus Act 1679

2. The Prerogative of the Crown
 The Crown appoints and dismisses Ministers and Officials
 The Crown makes treaties
 The Crown summons and dissolves Parliament

3. Conventions of the Constitution
 The powers of the Crown are exercised mainly by Ministers
 The Queen must act on the advice of Ministers
 Ministers are responsible to Parliament for their actions
 The sovereignty of Parliament (the Queen must assent to Bills passed by

Parliament)
* As part of this uncodified British constitution, constitutional conventions play a key

role. They are rules that are observed by the various constituted parts though they are not
written in any document having legal authority; there are often underlying enforcing
principles that are themselves not formal and codified. Nonetheless it is very unlikely that
there would be a departure of such conventions without good reason, even if an underlying
enforcing principle has been overtaken by history, as these conventions also acquire the force
of custom. Examples include:
 The texts of most international treaties are laid before Parliament at least twenty one

days before ratification.
 The monarch will accept and act on the advice of their ministers, who are responsible



to Parliament for that advice; the monarch does not ignore that advice, except when
exercising Reserve powers.

 The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is the leader of the party (or coalition of
parties) with an absolute majority of seats in the House of Commons and therefore
most likely to command the support of the House of Commons.

 All money bills must originate in the House of Commons.
 All Cabinet members must be members of the Privy Council, since the cabinet is a

committee of the council.
 The House of Lords should not reject a budget passed by the House of Commons.
 During a General Election, no major party shall put up an opponent against a Speaker

seeking re-election.
4. Common Law

 Rights upheld by courts, but not derived fromActs of Parliament
* The essence of English common law is that it is made by judges sitting in courts,

applying their common sense and knowledge of legal precedent to the facts before them. A
decision of the highest appeal court in England and Wales, the Supreme Court of the United
Kingdom (formerly the House of Lords), is binding on every other court in the hierarchy, and
they will follow its directions. For example, the crime of murder does not exist as a result of
an Act of Parliament but rather it is a common law crime. It is a crime by virtue of the
constitutional authority of the courts and their previous decisions. Common law can be
amended or repealed by Parliament; murder, by way of example, carries a mandatory life
sentence today, but had previously allowed the death penalty.
5. Parliamentary Privilege

 Freedom of speech of MPs in debate
D. The Bill of Rights of 1689

The Bill of Rights is an Act of the Parliament of England passed on 16 December 1689.It
was a restatement in statutory form of the Declaration of Right presented by the Convention
Parliament to William and Mary in March 1689, inviting them to become joint sovereigns of
England. It lays down limits on the powers of the crown and sets out the rights of Parliament
and rules for freedom of speech in Parliament, the requirement to regular elections to
Parliament and the right to petition the monarch without fear of retribution. It reestablished
the liberty of Protestants to have arms for their defence within the rule of law, and
condemned James II of England for "causing several good subjects being Protestants to be
disarmed at the same time when papists were both armed and employed contrary to law".

These ideas about rights reflected those of the political thinker John Locke and they
quickly became popular in England. It also sets out—or, in the view of its drafters,
restates—certain constitutional requirements of the Crown to seek the consent of the people,
as represented in Parliament.

Along with the Act of Settlement (1700 or 1701), the Bill of Rights is still in effect. It is
one of the main constitutional laws governing the succession to the throne of the United
Kingdom and—following British colonialism, the resultant doctrine of reception, and
independence—to the thrones of those other Commonwealth realms, by willing deference to
the Act as a British statute or as a patriated part of the particular realm's constitution. Since
the implementation of the Statute of Westminster 1931 in each of the Commonwealth realms



(on successive dates from 1931 onwards) the Bill of Rights cannot be altered in any realm
except by that realm's own parliament, and then, by convention, and as it touches on the
succession to the shared throne, only with the consent of all the other realms.

In the United Kingdom, the Bill of Rights is further accompanied by the Magna Carta,
the Petition of Right, Habeas Corpus Act 1679 and Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949 as some
of the basic documents of the uncodified British constitution. A separate but similar
document, the Claim of Right Act, applies in Scotland. The Bill of Rights was one of the
inspirations for the United States Bill of Rights.
E. Election Procedure
1. General Election

When Parliament is dissolved every seat in the House of Commons becomes vacant and a
general election is held. Each constituency in the UK elects one MP (Member of Parliament)
to a seat in the House of Commons. The political party that wins a majority of seats in the
House of Commons usually forms the Government.

How often are general elections held?
The act provides for general elections to be held on the first Thursday in May every five

years. There are two provisions that trigger an election other than at five year intervals.
A motion of no confidence is passed in Her Majesty's Government by a simple majority

and 14 days elapses without the House passing a confidence motion in any new Government
formed.

A motion for a general election is agreed by two thirds of the total number of seats in the
Commons including vacant seats (currently 434 out of 650).

Previous to this act, the duration of a Parliament was set at five years, although many
were dissolved before that, at the request of the Prime Minister to the Queen.

How does it work?
MPs are elected from a choice of candidates by a simple majority system in which each

person casts one vote. The candidate with the most votes then becomes the MP for that
constituency.

Candidates may be from a political party registered with the Electoral Commission or
they may stand as an 'Independent' rather than represent a registered party.

Where do people vote?
Most voting takes place in polling stations but anyone eligible to vote can apply for a

postal vote. British citizens living abroad are also entitled to a postal vote as long as they
have been living abroad for less than 15 years.
2. Party System in Parliament

Nearly all MPs represent political parties. The party with the most MPs after a general
election normally forms the Government.

The next largest party becomes the official Opposition. If an MP does not have a political
party, they are known as an 'Independent'.

Members of the House of Lords are organised on a party basis in much the same way as
the House of Commons but with important differences: Members of the Lords do not
represent constituencies and many are not members of a political party.

Lords who do not support one of the three main parties are known as Crossbenchers or
Independent Peers. There is also a small number who are not affiliated to any of the main



groups.
History of the party system: The system of political parties, which has existed in one form
or another since at least the 18th century, is an essential element in the working of the
constitution. Since the Second World War, all the Governments in the UK have been formed
by either the Labour Party or the Conservative Party.
Opposition parties: The effectiveness of the party system in Parliament depends on the
relationship between the Government and the Opposition parties. In general, Opposition
parties aim to:
 contribute to the creation of policy and legislation through constructive criticism;
 oppose government proposals they disagree with;
 put forward their own policies in order to improve their chances of winning the next

general election.

V. Supplementary materials
A. Constitutional monarchy

Most constitutional monarchies employ a parliamentary system in which the monarch
may have strictly ceremonial duties or may have reserve powers, depending on the
constitution. Under most modern constitutional monarchies there is also a prime minister
who is the head of government and exercises effective political power. There also exist today
several federal constitutional monarchies. In these countries, each subdivision has a distinct
government and head of government, but all subdivisions share a monarch who is head of
state of the federation as a united whole.

For UK, the Glorious Revolution in England (1688) and the French Revolution (1789)
were important landmarks in the decline and limitation of monarchical power. Throughout
the 19th century royal power was increasingly reduced by constitutional provisions and
parliamentary incursions. In the 20th century, monarchs have generally become symbols of
national unity, while real power has been transferred to constitutional assemblies. Over the
past 200 years democratic self-government has been established and extended to such an
extent that a true functioning monarchy is a rare occurrence in both East and West. Among
the few remaining are Brunei, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia. Notable constitutional monarchies
include Belgium, Denmark, Great Britain, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and
Thailand.
B. Monarchy

Monarchy form of government in which sovereignty is vested in a single person whose
right to rule is generally hereditary and who is empowered to remain in office for life. The
power of this sovereign may vary from the absolute to that strongly limited by custom or
constitution. Monarchy has existed since the earliest history of humankind and was often
established during periods of external threat or internal crisis because it provided a more
efficient focus of power than aristocracy or democracy, which tended to diffuse power.
Most monarchies appear to have been elective originally, but dynasties early became
customary. In primitive times, divine descent of the monarch was often claimed. Deification
was general in ancient Egypt, the Middle East, and Asia, and it was also practiced during
certain periods in ancient Greece and Rome. A more moderate belief arose in Christian
Europe in the Middle Ages; it stated that the monarch was the appointed agent of divine will.



This was symbolized by the coronation of the king by a bishop or the pope, as in the Holy
Roman Empire. Although theoretically at the apex of feudal power, the medieval monarchs
were in fact weak and dependent upon the nobility for much of their power. During the
Renaissance and after, there emerged "new monarchs" who broke the power of the nobility
and centralized the state under their own rigid rule. Notable examples are Henry VII and
Henry VIII of England and Louis XIV of France. The 16th and 17th century mark the height
of absolute monarchy, which found its theoretical justification in the doctrine of divine right.
However, even the powerful monarchs of the 17th century were somewhat limited by custom
and constitution as well as by the delegation of powers to strong bureaucracies. Such
limitations were also felt by the "benevolent despots" of the18thcentury. Changes in
intellectual climate, in the demands made upon government in a secular and commercially
expanding society, and in the social structure, as the bourgeoisie became increasingly
powerful, eventually weakened the institution of monarchy in Europe.
C. Queen Elizabeth II

When Elizabeth was born, the British Empire was a pre-eminent world power, but its
influence declined, particularly after the Second World War, and the empire evolved into the
Commonwealth of Nations. Her father, George VI, was the last Emperor of India and the
first Head of the Commonwealth. On his death in 1952, Elizabeth became Head of the
Commonwealth, and queen of seven independent Commonwealth countries: the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon. During her
reign, which, at 58 years, is one of the longest for a British monarch, she became queen of
25 other countries within the Commonwealth as they gained independence. Between 1956
and 1992, half of her realms, including South Africa, Pakistan and Ceylon (renamed Sri
Lanka), became republics.

Elizabeth married Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, in 1947, and the couple has four
children and eight grandchildren. In the 1980s and 1990s, the private lives of their children
were subject to great press attention, and contributed to increased discontent with the
monarchy, which reached its peak on the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, in 1997. Since
then, she has recovered public confidence, and her personal popularity remains high.

You can write to Her Majesty at the following address:
Her Majesty The Queen
Buckingham Palace
London SW1A 1AA

If you wish to write a formal letter, you can open with 'Madam' and close the letter with the
form 'I have the honour to be, Madam, Your Majesty's humble and obedient servant'. This
traditional approach is by no means obligatory. You should feel free to write in whatever
style you feel comfortable.

The Queen celebrates two birthdays each year: her actual birthday on 21 April and her
official birthday on a Saturday in June. Official celebrations to mark Sovereigns' birthday
have often been held on a day other than the actual birthday, particularly when the actual
birthday has not been in the summer when there is a greater likelihood of good weather for
the Birthday Parade, also known as Trooping the Colour.
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The Queen usually spends her actual birthday privately, but the occasion is marked
publicly by gun salutes in central London at midday: a 41 gun salute in Hyde Park, a 21 gun
salute in Windsor Great Park and a 62 gun salute at the Tower of London. In 2006, Her
Majesty celebrated her 80th Birthday in 2006 with a walkabout in the streets outside of
Windsor Castle to meet well-wishers.

On her official birthday, Her Majesty is joined by other members of the Royal Family at
the spectacular Trooping the Colour parade which moves between Buckingham Palace, The
Mall and Horse guards’ Parade.

God save the Queen / King
God save our gracious Queen,
long live our noble Queen,

God save the Queen:
send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us:
God save the Queen.

thy choicest gifts in store
on her be pleased to pour

long may she reign
may she defend our laws
and give us ever cause

to sing with heart and voice
God save the Queen

The Queen
Early life

Her Majesty the Queen was born on 21 April 1926 in London, the first child of Prince
Albert, The Duke of York, and his wife, formerly Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon.
Third in line to the throne, it seemed unlikely that Princess Elizabeth would be Queen.
However, shortly after the death of George V, the new King - her uncle Edward VIII -
dramatically abdicated so he could marry Wallis Simpson, an American divorcee. Princess
Elizabeth's father then became King George VI and she became heir to the throne.

Princess Elizabeth and her younger sister Princess Margaret were educated at home.
During the Blitz in 1940, they were moved to Windsor Castle and stayed there for most of the
Second World War. In 1945, Princess Elizabeth joined the war effort, training as a driver in
the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service (WATS).
Princess, wife, mother

In November 1947, she married a distant cousin, Philip Mountbatten, who was then
created His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The wedding - which
took place during the austere post-War years - was described by Winston Churchill as a 'flash
of colour'. The Princess used ration coupons to buy the material for her dress.

The couple have four children. Prince Charles, The Prince of Wales, is the eldest and
next in line to throne. Both he and Princess Anne, The Princess Royal were born before their
mother became Queen. Prince Andrew, The Duke of York and Prince Edward, The Earl of



Wessex are the only two children to be born to a reigning monarch since Queen Victoria.
Accession and coronation

George VI died on 6 February 1952 while Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip were
touring Kenya. She returned home immediately and acceded to the throne. After months of
preparation, Queen Elizabeth II was crowned at Westminster Abbey on 2 June 1953. For the
first time, the ceremony and the huge public celebrations were broadcast by TV across the
UK, the Commonwealth and the rest of the world.
A young and glamorous Queen

On her accession, the Queen immediately began her political duties which included
opening Parliament and receiving her prime ministers. Throughout the 1950s, the Queen and
Prince Philip cut young and glamorous figures as they extensively toured the UK and the
Commonwealth.

During the 1960s, the Queen made historic visits to West Berlin at the height of the Cold
War, and welcomed Emperor Hirohito of Japan on a state visit to Britain. Against a backdrop
of political and social unrest, she celebrated her Silver Jubilee in 1977. It was a huge success
and tens of thousands of street parties were thrown by the public across the country.
The 1980s onwards

Five years later, the UK was at war over the Falkland Islands during which Prince
Andrew served with the Royal Navy as a helicopter pilot. The 1980s also saw the birth of her
first grandchildren, Peter and Zara Phillips.

Disaster struck in 1992 when a devastating fire broke out in Windsor Castle. The same
year the respective marriages of Prince Charles, Prince Andrew and Princess Anne
disintegrated. The Queen deemed this her 'annus horribilis'. Tragedy was to follow in 1997,
when Diana, Princess of Wales was killed in a car accident.

And 2002 was another year of personal sadness for the Queen, as both her sister
Princess Margaret and the Queen Mother died, casting a shadow over the Golden Jubilee
celebrations a few months later.
The Diamond Queen

Over the last 60 years, during a period of great change in Britain, the Queen
successfully carried her political duties as head of state, her role as head of the
Commonwealth, the ceremonial responsibilities of the sovereign, and a large annual
programme of visits in the UK as well as many foreign tours.

The Queen also introduced numerous reforms to the monarchy. In 1992, she offered to
start paying income and capital gains tax. She opened her official residencies to the public -
including Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle - in order to finance their maintenance.

She supported ending the rule of male primogeniture, which now means the eldest child
can succeed to the throne, regardless of gender. She also supported lifting the ban on anyone
in the line of succession marrying a Catholic.

Her reign heralded the introduction of more informal engagements and visits, and the
'walkabout' - the meeting and greeting of large numbers of the public.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 was marked by celebrations across the country,
illustrating the public’s appreciation of her unwavering commitment during her reign.



教 学 后 记

本章教学过程主要存在以下问题：

1. 学生课前预习工作不到位，基本的英国政治体制及宪法常识不熟悉；

2. 学生上课缺乏主观能动性，学习仅局限于被动接受课堂知识；

3. 学生课后没有及时复习，相关知识很快遗忘。

解决措施：

1. 督促学生课前做好足够的预习，将预习任务具体化，同时提高学生的学习兴

趣；

2. 多与学生交流有效的学习方法和策略，培养主动学习的习惯；

3. 通过课堂提问检验学生复习情况，并纳入平时成绩。

填写说明：

1、教案封面和首页每门课程按授课学期填写，只填一页。

2、教案内容（第 3、4页）按授课次数或周次填写，平行班教学教案只填写一份。

3、表中（ ）选项请打“√”；其中“授课方式”一栏可复选，即如果此门课程

既有课堂讲授又有实践课时复选。

4、“指定参考书”栏，请依次列出参考书名称、编（著）者、出版社及出版时

间。

5、请按照表格中所显示的字体格式填写，封面用“宋体，小三”，正文中文用“宋

体，小四”，英文用 Times New Roman字体。

6、表格间距可以调整，可另加附页。


